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So, What’s My
Injury Case
Really Worth?
The value of a personal injury case that goes to trial is determined by the jury. They are given evidence to evaluate and a
list of items they may take into consideration before making their decision.
When settling a case prior to trial, various factors play a role in establishing the worth of a case. A good personal injury
attorney makes their evaluation based upon all the doctor’s reports, present and future medical bills, and a comprehensive
discussion with your doctor. Information covered should include the invasiveness of, pain associated with, and duration of
treatment; future pain and discomfort; and loss of enjoyment of life. Employment considerations include lost wages and
future lost wages.
Insurance companies influence the landscape, too. They keep track of cases nationwide and can crunch the numbers.
They know which doctors are “overtreaters” whose bills can more easily be challenged at trial, and which doctors make
poor or excellent witnesses.
Insurance companies keep tabs on attorneys who are willing to go to trial, and those who settle in every circumstance.
They also know which attorneys have expertise in a specific area of law, and those who are general practitioners. Insurance
companies lick their chops when an attorney sends most of his/her clients to the same doctor, which they may exploit at
trial by insinuating that the doctor is shading their testimony to favor the attorney.
There is no magic formula in determining the value of a personal injury case, but hiring the right personal injury attorney
can go a long way toward winning your case or achieving a fair settlement.

August 2015 News

pg 2

pg 2

pg 3

pg 3

David J. Glatthorn, PA • 506A Datura Street, West Palm Beach, FL 33401
(561) 659-1999 • www.DavidGlatthorn.com

pg 4

How to Prepare for Young Drivers
on the Road during Back-toSchool Season
Back-to-school season in full swing, and that means high school juniors
and seniors will be starting driver’s ed and venturing out onto local roads.
Let’s face it; getting a driver’s license is one of the biggest milestones
in a teenager’s young adult life. It means freedom, independence, and
responsibility. The best and safest drivers on the road all have years of
driving experience, something that, by nature, a teenager can’t have. As
a result, it is young drivers who make the most mistakes and unintentionally endanger the most lives on the road.
In fact, driving teens (ages 16-19) are 3 times as likely to be involved in a fatal crash than any other age group. Despite
being only 14% of the population, teen drivers are involved in 30% of the costs of all motor vehicle injuries. Also, teens are
even more likely to cause a crash if they are driving with teen passengers or if it’s their first month with their licenses. Plus,
we all know how easily teens are distracted in the smartphone age!
This should all make sense, really – without driving experience, young drivers are more likely to misjudge situations, forget
important traffic laws, and miscalculate the size and speed of their cars.
Thankfully, there are steps you can take to ensure that you and your loved ones are properly taken care of in the event of
an unfortunate, unavoidable accident. Aside from the fundamentals (wear your seatbelt, drive the speed limit, be alert, and
drive defensively), you should also make sure that you have full Uninsured Motorist Coverage, especially with the sheer
amount of uninsured drivers on the road.
Bottom line – should an accident happen with an uninsured driver, you will need a comprehensive uninsured motorist plan
from your insurance company (not just the bare minimum) to recover fully. Trust us, it’s easier to ask these questions beforehand than after the fact.

Don’t Like Dealing with
Ticket Agents at the Airport?
You Soon May be in Luck

At the recent Paris Air Show, robots were unveiled that would potentially replace human
check-in agents and immigration officers at airports. The robots would scan passengers’
faces, encrypt and print the images on boarding passes, and share the images with other
computers around the airport. Once a traveller is at the gate, a human gate agent would
check the scan to make sure the correct person was actually getting on the plane. It’s estimated that a single robot could do the work of five human ticket agents.
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Angel Oak a Sight to Behold
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To lend some support, metal and wooden posts have teamed up with steel wires to hold some
branches aloft that otherwise may have become unstable and broken off. With over 50,000 tourists
visiting Angel Oak Park each year (there is no charge to visit The Tree), a stable tree equals happy,
healthy tourists.
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International
Friendship Day
August 13
International
Left-Handers Day

August 26
Women’s Equality Day

August 2015 is
National Immunization
Awareness Month
and Children’s
Eye Health and
Safety Month
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Angel Oak is over 65 feet high, but this plant chooses to
spread out more than shoot up. Its sprawling branches covered in Spanish moss cover a diameter of 160 feet and an area of over 17,000 square feet.
Its trunk has a circumference of 25 feet—large enough to have completely obscured the
entire company, 19 dancers, of the Charleston Ballet Company during a park performance.
Because the branches are so large, some of them rest on the ground, with a few disappearing
under the surface for a few feet, then reemerging a short distance later.
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National
Mustard Day
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The oldest living thing east of the Rockies reportedly resides on St.
John’s Island outside of Charleston, South Carolina. It’s a live oak
called Angel Oak, also known simply as “The Tree.” Angel Oak is
estimated to be close to 1,500 years old. Truth be told, some
cypress trees are likely older than Angel Oak, but they can’t
hold a candle to its majesty.
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Angel Oak has withstood the ravages of natural disasters and war to reach its ripe old age, but its most menacing foe may be mankind and encroaching development. All living things eventually die, but if humans keep their
distance, Angel Oak may be around for a good while longer.

The Wright Stuff
On the morning of December 17, 1903, just outside Kitty Hawk, N.C., aviation history
was made with the first successful manned, self-propelled flight of an airplane. The
Wright brothers, Orville and Wilbur, of Dayton, Ohio, were the creators and pilots of
the Flyer. (Incidentally, that’s why the University of Dayton’s nickname is the “Flyers.”)
The first trip, piloted by Orville, was brief—12 seconds and 120 feet—but in a matter
of two years, the brothers were performing complex aerial maneuvers and staying aloft
for nearly 40 minutes. There were a total of four runs that historic day. Wilbur oneupped his little brother with a final flight of 59 seconds, covering 852 feet.
Research and development were key components in the Wright brothers’ success.
Former owners of a bicycle shop in Dayton, the Wright brothers were exceedingly
gifted in technical ability. They pored over aeronautical books, picked the brains of civil engineers, and then began to build
kites, which eventually graduated to gliders. Through studious observance of birds in flight, they developed the concept
of wing warping: controlling a plane by raising or lowering flaps in the wingtips to turn (bank), or to ascend and descend.
Once they installed a lightweight motor, history was theirs for the taking. Orville and Wilbur decided on Kitty Hawk, N.C.,
for their glider testing and first airplane flight for three reasons: regular winds, hills, and sand (for soft landings).
The Wright brothers made history, some of which is available to us today. The Flyer is on permanent display at the National
Air and Space Museum in Washington, D.C.
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This publication is intended to educate the general public about personal injury, medical malpractice, and other issues. It is for information purposes only and is not intended to
be legal advice. Prior to acting on any information contained here, you should seek and retain competent counsel. The information in this newsletter may be freely copied and
distributed as long as the newsletter is copied in its entirety.

Jupiter’s Great Red Spot Becoming
Less Great
The planet Jupiter’s most distinctive feature—besides being the
most massive planet in our solar system—is its enormous Red
Spot. The Red Spot is a giant, stable, circulating storm that has
been raging for at least 400 years, since the first telescopes were
invented, and probably a lot longer.
In the late 1800s, the Red Spot was wide enough to fit three
Earths within its borders. Today, there’s room for only one Earth
and a side of Mars thrown in. That’s still big enough to pack an
almost unimaginable wallop, putting a Category 5 hurricane on
Earth to shame—winds of over 350 mph…lasting for centuries on
end, not just a few days.
The reason for the Red Spot’s significant shrinkage is a mystery. One theory is that smaller storms on the planet are constantly
being absorbed by the Red Spot, which may be progressively changing its internal dynamics, draining it of energy. It’s tough to
get a good read on Jupiter due to its extensive, deep cloud layer.
Although diminishing in size, the Red Spot has retained its unique color. It had long been thought that reddish chemicals beneath
Jupiter’s cloud layer produced its red hue. However, NASA’s Cassini probe discovered that the color is likely a result of chemicals
in the cloud layer—mostly ammonia and acetylene gases—interacting with the sun’s ultraviolet rays (planetary sunburn?).
The next big Jupiter-related news may come when NASA sends a probe to Europa, Jupiter’s most intriguing moon. Launch is
tentatively slated for the mid-2020s.

