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This Could Well Be the
Single Most Important
Type of Auto Insurance
You Carry (And You Probably
Don’t Have Nearly Enough of It)
We regularly meet with potential clients who have been seriously injured in a car wreck. Their stories of how the accident
unfolded and the injuries they sustained can be truly heartbreaking, especially when the driver who hit them has little or
no insurance.
When this is the case, one of the first questions we ask is, “What does your own auto insurance look like? Do you have
uninsured motorist coverage?” Invariably, their response is, “I got full coverage.”
The reality, though, is usually quite different, since the vast majority of accident victims (and most drivers for that matter)
don’t have nearly enough of what is known as Uninsured or Underinsured Motorist Coverage (UM/UIM).
Unlike liability coverage, which insures you if you injure someone else in an accident, UM/UIM coverage protects you in the
event that the person who hit and injured you has little or no insurance.
Problem is, since so many drivers carry the bare minimum in liability coverage or don’t have any insurance at all, you’re
left in a disastrous situation if you are hit by one of them and you or your passengers suffer serious injuries. Any sort of a
hospital stay, surgeries or ongoing medical care can easily run into the hundreds of thousands of dollars.
Here’s the real kicker—UM/UIM coverage is actually relatively inexpensive. In fact, a $1,000,000 UM/UIM policy may not
be that much more per month than a $25,000 policy. So, do what you can to protect yourself and your family—make sure
you are carrying a high amount of UM/UIM coverage on your policy.
If you have any questions about your auto insurance and the coverage you have in place, please don’t hesitate to call our
office.
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Safety Alert!

Bean Bag Chairs Recalled
The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) and Comfort
Research have announced a recall of approximately 125,000 bean bag
chairs due to the risk that zippers on the chairs can be opened by children
who can then crawl inside, become entrapped and suffocate or choke on
the bean bag chair’s foam beads.
According to the CPSC, the recalled bean bag chairs were sold at Burlington
Coat Factory, Kroger, Meijer and other retail stores nationwide and online
at Amazon, Bean Bag Company, Groupon, Kohl’s, Target, Toys“R”Us, Walmart, Wayfair and other online retailers between
January 2010 and October 2013 for between $30 and $40.
Consumers are advised to immediately take the recalled chairs from children and check for zippers on the chairs that can
be opened.
Consumers can contact Comfort Research toll-free at (844) 578-8933 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. ET Monday through Friday, or
online at www.comfortresearch.com and click on the Product Recall link for more information and instructions to permanently disable the zipper.

What If You Get
Hit By an Uber Car
Uber is a recent substitute for taxcab service that has grown tremendously in the large
cities across the country and is slowly making its way into South Florida.
Basically Uber involves private individuals using their own cars at different times and responding to persons that use the Uber App on their cell phones instead of calling a cab.
There can be significant savings as oppose to using a taxicab. However, Uber has its own particular risks involved to the motoring
public.
The parent Uber organization makes a bog point that their drivers carry a million dollars in liability coverage and underinsured
motorist coverage, while they’re transporting passengers.
The problem comes in during the periods when they are “trolling”. That is, the periods of time when they are “available” to pick
up passengers but do not have one.
Apparently, Uber’s policy, by reports, only becomes active when there is an actual paying passenger in the Uber car. If an Uber
driver hits another car or pedestrian during this trolling period, it is believed that the liability policy is only $50,000 per person.
Uber claims that the driver’s personal auto policy would cover this period of time but the big carriers (Allstate, State Farm,
Progressive & Geico) have all denied this, pointing to an exclusion in their policies that void coverage when the insured vehicle
is being used for any “ridesharing” activities of any type. In other words, the big insurance carries don’t want to be underwriting
commercial ventures at personal auto rates.
It is certainly conceivable that if an Uber driver causes an accident during this “trolling” period, he/she would have their own
personal coverage denied and wouldn’t have an advantage of their normal PIP or Med Pay coverage in addition to perhaps being
exposed to personal liability to the injured person over the sum of the $50,000.
While the world is rapidly changing and Uber is an interesting innovation, it is not without its risks and the motoring public should
be aware of them.
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The mighty hippopotamus, weighing in at up to 8,000 pounds and spanning up to
16.5 feet head to tail, is often thought of as just a rotund, slow-moving and docile
animal.
A closer look reveals an entirely different story. Well, except for the rotund
part…they are definitely plump!
Turns out that the hippo (whose full name is from the Greek term meaning “river
horse”) is actually quite graceful and moves easily in the water, though they can’t
really swim. They more or less push off of the bottom with their slightly webbed feet
to move about in the water.
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The Mighty (and
Misunderstood) Hippo

February 1
Super Bowl

February 2
Groundhog Day

After spending up to 16 hours in rivers or lakes, hippos emerge at night and travel up to six miles on land
to graze, consuming as much as 80 pounds of grass. Amazingly, once on land, hippos can run as fast as
humans for short distances, especially if they are warding off a threat.

February 14
Valentine’s Day
February 16
Presidents’ Day
February 17
Mardi Gras

February 18
Ash Wednesday

And while hippos, which are found mainly in central and southern sub-Saharan Africa, may look cute and innocent, they tend to be aggressive, have a bad temper and are among the most dangerous of all mammals. As many
as 2,900 people are killed each year by hippos, according to some estimates.
One interesting side note: There’s a myth that hippos sweat blood, since they secrete an oily-red substance from their pores.
Turns out that the “blood sweat” is a sort of a natural moisturizer and sunscreen for the hippos, and it may also protect them
from germs since even large cuts on hippos don’t get infected.

Consumers In Florida Are Getting Less Insurance
Coverage For The Same Amount Of Money
All car owners in the State of Florida are required to carry Personal Injury Protection
(PIP). It is the most basic form designed to provide, without regard to fault, payment
of medical bills and/or loss wages caused by a motor vehicle accident.
Unfortunately, that once noble idea has been steadily eroded by the influences of
the insurance carriers. This article is too short to catalog all of the different efforts
to short-change Florida consumers but the most recent one is the most egregious.
In 2012, the legislature passed a law that slashed PIP benefits in such a way so that
if, certain technical guidelines were not met, a consumer that paid for $10,000.00 in
PIP insurance would only receive $2,500.00 in coverage.
The reason given for this “reform” was a largely unsubstantiated claim of rampant fraud. In exchange for the limitations
imposed by the 2012 law (for a more detailed explanation as to these changes, please see the video on my website,
DavidGlatthornLaw.com), the insurance companies were encouraged (NOT REQUIRED) to cut rates.
Well, the law worked half way. The insurance industry saw claims fall almost $1 Billion Dollars since 2011. However, 16 of
the Top 25 Insurers in Florida wound up raising overall rates since the passage of the law.
If you have been injured in a car accident in Florida, it is almost essential that you have advice from an experience Personal
injury attorney from the outset so that your own insurance company will not use technicalities to avoid paying you for ¾ of
the coverage that you paid for with your premiums.
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This publication is intended to educate the general public about personal injury, medical malpractice, and other issues. It is for information purposes only and is not intended to
be legal advice. Prior to acting on any information contained here, you should seek and retain competent counsel. The information in this newsletter may be freely copied and
distributed as long as the newsletter is copied in its entirety.

Children and Motor
Vehicle Accidents
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), nearly 150 children between ages 0 and 19 are treated every hour in emergency departments for injuries sustained in
motor vehicle crashes and more children ages 5 to 19 die from crash-related injuries than
from any other type of injury.
One of the best ways to help keep your children safe in vehicles is to know and understand the appropriate age, height and weight limits for car seats, booster seats and seat belt use:
Birth up to Age 2 – For the best possible protection, infants and children should be buckled in a rear-facing car seat, in the back
seat, until age 2 or when they reach the upper weight or height limit of their seat.
Age 2 up to at least Age 5 – When children outgrow their rear-facing seat they should be buckled in a forward-facing car seat,
in the back seat, until at least age 5 or when they reach the upper weight or height limit of their seat.
Age 5 up until seat belts fit properly – Once children outgrow their forward-facing seat they should be buckled in a belt positioning booster seats until seat belts fit properly. Seat belts fit properly when the lap belt lays across the upper thighs (not the
stomach) and the shoulder belt lays across the chest (not the neck).
Back Seat is Safest. All children aged 12 and under should be properly buckled in the back seat. Airbags can kill young children
riding in the front seat. Never place a rear-facing car seat in front of an air bag. Buckle children in the middle of the back seat
when possible, because it is the safest spot in the vehicle.

