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Common Causes
of Motorcycle
Accidents
Motorcyclists are at a safety disadvantage when traveling the roadways, due to their lack of visibility and very limited protection when accidents occur. Recognizing the situations in which riders are more vulnerable can go a long way toward
avoiding them.
Left-hand turns made by other vehicles are the most dangerous situations for motorcyclists. The turning vehicle
may strike the motorcyclist who is going straight through an intersection, or it may occur as the cyclist overtakes and tries
to pass a car that suddenly veers out of its lane and into the motorcyclist. Inattentiveness by the other driver and/or blind
spots may be factors.
Far more motorcyclists are struck head-on than they are from behind. Riders need to be aware of situations in which traffic
in an oncoming lane may be about to spill partway over into their lane due to an obstacle of some sort.
When traffic is backed up, some impatient motorcyclists may attempt “lane splitting,” which means driving between two
lanes of traffic in order to continue moving. This practice reduces space for maneuvering and puts vehicles dangerously
close to each other.
Simple physics says that potholes, slick pavement, dead animals, loose stones, and other irregularities pose more of a
threat to motorcyclists than other drivers. Two points of contact with the ground is not as stable as four.
Speeding and alcohol use by motorcyclists obviously heighten the risk of accidents and jeopardize everyone sharing the
roadways.
If you have been involved in a motorcycle accident that was the fault of another, contact our office to protect your rights.
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When You Suspect
Nursing Home Abuse
When you make the emotionally difficult decision to place a loved one in a nursing home, you have every right to expect that he or she will be well taken care of.
Although most nursing home employees are hardworking and conscientious, it only
takes a few bad apples to cause serious harm. In addition, many nursing homes are
intentionally understaffed to save on expenses, meaning employees are overworked and
more prone to mistakes. Training may be skimpy, and screening procedures for new hires
may be lax.
Nursing home abuse can take various forms:
•
•

•
•

Physical abuse includes inadequately explained bruises, fractures, scrapes, sores, lacerations, burns, and forced
restraint.
Emotional abuse may lead to the resident being fearful or depressed, withdrawing from social interaction, displaying other unusual behavior, or possibly losing weight or hair. Sexual-abuse symptoms often overlap physical- and
emotional-abuse symptoms.
Financial exploitation of a vulnerable resident may involve influencing them to initiate certain financial transactions
or change their will, among other possibilities.
A resident’s daily needs may be neglected—proper hygiene, nutrition, medical care, and access to medical aids
(e.g., glasses, dentures, etc.), among others.

If you suspect nursing home abuse or neglect and it’s an emergency, call 911 immediately. If the situation is not life-threatening, promptly register your concerns with management, and contact local law enforcement or the district attorney’s
office to file a report.
Adult Protective Services will also investigate reports of nursing home abuse. The Eldercare Locator, a service of the U.S.
Administration on Aging, can help you contact Adult Protective Services if need be.
It is also important to contact an experienced nursing home injury attorney. He or she can offer guidance on your legal
options and make sure that your loved one’s rights are being protected.

Did You Know?
In a stunning recent study that focused on states that routinely perform toxicology screening
for accident victims, researchers found that just over half of the teens and young adults (16-25
years old) who died in car wrecks during the study were under the influence of pot, alcohol,
or both substances.
Researchers reported that of the young drivers who died in wrecks, 36.8 percent tested positive for alcohol alone, 5.9 percent for marijuana alone, and 7.6 percent for both.
Car wrecks continue to be the leading cause of death for 18-25 year olds in the U.S.
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Woolly mammoths originated in Africa and migrated to northern Europe and Asia in search of rich
grasslands. Tests on skeletal remains show that they lived during the Pleistocene Age, 150,000 to
10,000 years ago.
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In 2013, a team of scientists were given the opportunity to autopsy the preserved remains of a fully-grown, female woolly mammoth. Buried deep in the
permafrost of northern Siberia, “Buttercup” became an overnight sensation
in the scientific world. Carbon-14 dating showed that she lived about 28,000
years ago. Examination of her tusks indicated that she was in her fifties at the
time of her death and had given birth to at least eight surviving calves.

– Impor tant

You’re probably thinking, “Huh?”, but the possibility exists that woolly mammoths might
walk the earth again.
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About the size of an Indian elephant, mammoths stood ten to twelve feet at the shoulder, and weighed six
to eight tons. Woolly mammoths adapted to the Ice Ages by growing long dark hair that covered a dense, fur
undercoat. Thick fat beneath the skin was four to five inches thick, and provided good insulation from the bitter cold.

Genetic scientists in Korea are attempting to clone a baby woolly mammoth using DNA derived from blood and tissue recovered from “Buttercup.” Fierce debates are taking place on the ethical questions arising from these experiments. The issue is
not so much, whether they will ever succeed in cloning a mammoth, but rather, what will society gain by their efforts to do so?
Better yet, what might the consequences be?

Maelstroms of the Deep
The waters off the coast of Norway are known for their superb fishing and sailing that draws
locals and tourists alike to a setting of incomparable natural beauty. Sail too near the coastline
in a certain area of Norway, though, and you run the risk of stumbling into raging waters known
as Moskstrautmen, the Norwegian word for a maelstrom (tumult) or whirlpool.
The Saltstraumen Maelstrom is located off Norway’s northern coast, near the Lofoten Islands, 22
miles from the mainland town of Bodo. This naturally occurring phenomenon, known far and wide for
the ferocity of its waters, would have struck fear in the hearts and minds of seafarers long ago.
Take a few moments to consider these staggering facts: every six hours, 524 million cubic yards of water races at speeds
of up to 20 knots (23 mph), through a channel measuring 150 yards wide by two miles long. The force of all that water
moving quickly through a long, narrow area causes massive whirlpools, or maelstroms to form. Some of these maelstroms
have been known to measure about 32 feet across and over sixteen feet deep.
The term maelstrom crops up in some famous literature, including Jules Verne’s 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea, Edgar
Allen Poe’s A Descent Into the Maelstrom, and Herman Melville’s Moby Dick. And while those writers may have stretched
the truth a bit in describing the fury and destructive power of maelstroms, the swirling waters have claimed the lives of
countless mariners over the centuries.
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This publication is intended to educate the general public about personal injury, medical malpractice, and other issues. It is for information purposes only and is not intended to
be legal advice. Prior to acting on any information contained here, you should seek and retain competent counsel. The information in this newsletter may be freely copied and
distributed as long as the newsletter is copied in its entirety.

Vitamin D – A Key to Preventing
Premenopausal Breast Cancer?
A study conducted by researchers at the University of California, San Diego School of
Medicine points to a relevant window of opportunity for premenopausal breast cancer
prevention in the three months prior to diagnosis.
Blood-serum samples from 1,200 healthy (at the time) women were chosen and studied from over 9 million samples frozen and stored for disease surveillance. Blood was
drawn in the same time frame for all subjects, 600 of whom developed breast cancer
and 600 who remained healthy.
The bottom line is that the women diagnosed with breast cancer were three times more likely to have low levels of serum
vitamin D within three months of diagnosis than those women who did not develop breast cancer. Researchers believe that
this time period may be crucial to the tumor acquiring blood vessels needed for tumor growth, and is a time in which cancer
can still be thwarted.
Vitamin D is obtained mainly from sunlight. Dietary sources of vitamin D are relatively sparse (eggs, milk, and certain fish are
good sources); supplements taken in coordination with your physician can provide it. Vitamin D aids calcium absorption,
reduction of inflammation, neuromuscular and immune function, and modulation of cell growth, the latter two of which may
come into play with cancer.
Researchers note that the mechanisms by which vitamin D helps to prevent breast cancer are not fully understood, but the
understanding.

