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AGGRESSIVE, ETHICAL REPRESENTATION FOR OVER 30 YEARS

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT
While Technology Changes, Laws Don’t Catch up!

“Sexting” is a Crime!

For you kids out there (and parents, too!), be aware that so-called “sexting” can be prosecuted as a felony offense in some states, which can
result in jail time and registration on the sex offender registry. Case in
point, a recent prosecution in Virginia made national headlines after
a 17-year-old boy and his 15-year-old girlfriend allegedly exchanged
racy photos and videos with each other. When the young girl’s parents
found out, they contacted police and the boy was then charged with
manufacturing child pornography—of himself!
What was even more bizarre about this case was that in order to prove the boy was guilty, law enforcement obtained a
search warrant to require the boy to go to the hospital and have pictures taken of his private parts so that law enforcement
could use those photos in his prosecution. Fortunately, given the national attention, law enforcement withdrew the request
for the warrant.
The reason we felt the need to highlight this is not to criticize these types of prosecutions (though we do feel they are
ridiculous). Rather, it’s to give a stern warning: Before you do anything with your phone or on the Internet, realize that
your actions can lead to very embarrassing situations. But what’s more, they can actually lead to serious prosecutions for
crimes that WILL destroy your future. Obviously, we are very much against sexting here at our firm, and it’s unfortunate that
most kids have absolutely no idea that sexting can lead to a felony that will affect their careers for the rest of their lives.
Yes, that’s probably unfair. Smartphones, social media and the like are technologies which simply weren’t around when
lawmakers drafted the law which is now being used to prosecute kids. Sadly, if they had been, I think there would be a
change of heart as to what the law should be. But until there is a common-sense awakening, YOU must take it upon yourself to think before you act and to educate others. Don’t sext!
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New Florida Law
Requires Parents
to Secure Children
Under Age 6
As of January 1, 2015, a new child safety bill goes into effect in Florida. Parents are required to secure any child under the
age of 6 in federally approved child restraint devices.
While we applaud any efforts that increase child safety, many parents may not be aware of the new requirement or which
child seats are approved or how to install them correctly. In fact, recent studies would indicate that many seats are not
properly installed.
By the time your receive this newsletter, there will be a direct link on both my website and on the Facebook posting to the
appropriate National Highway and Traffic Safety Administration website but here is the website address if you wish to go
there immediately:
http://www.safercar.gov/parents/Car-Seat-Safety.htm.

Court Rules That Nothing You
Put On Facebook Is Private,
No Matter What You Do
You’ve always tried to restrict the number of people that have access to your Facebook information.
You want to use it to communicate with close friends and relatives but not casual “trollers” or stalkers.
In fact, the Florida Constitution expressly protects an individual’s right to privacy. “Every natural person has the right to
be left alone and to be free from government intrusion into the person’s private life except as otherwise provided herein”.
Despite the above, the Fourth District Court of Appeals has recently ruled that a person bringing a personal injury suit does
not have a “legitimate expectation of privacy” as to photographs and other communications on her Facebook account
“regardless of any privacy settings that the user may have established”.
In the case of Nucci v. Target, a woman brought a lawsuit due to injuries suffered in a fall on a foreign substance at a Target
store. The trial court compelled the lady to identify all the social networking websites that she used, copies of all photographs for the 2 years prior to the date of the accident and since the date of the accident and any photographs contained
on her cell phone for the same periods of time.
Unless this decision is reversed or revised by the Florida Supreme Court, it is now the law in Palm Beach, Broward and the
Treasure Coast Counties. The lesson is simple: no matter what your privacy setting, anything you post on Facebook or any
other social media it is going to be fair game for a “fishing expeditions” by insurance companies.
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Egyptian Pyramid Scheme
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The ancient Egyptian pyramids are marvels of human design and engineering. But how
were these massive tombs to the pharaohs constructed over four millennia ago?
Experts say it’s not as complicated if you break it down step by step.

January 17
National Ditch New Year’s
Resolutions Day
January 18
Winnie the Pooh Day

January 19
Martin Luther King Day

Sand would be wetted in the right amount to facilitate easier transport of blocks across the desert, and
oil would grease slipways and ramps. Ramps were constructed of mud and brick, and coated with plaster
chips to harden the surface. Ropes consisting of papyrus twine were utilized in hauling the blocks up the ramps.

January 25
National Opposite
Day
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Excavation of the pyramid’s 2-ton granite blocks required 60–70 laborers per
block who pulverized the stone around the edges of each one to be extracted with
dolerite (hard igneous rock) “pounders.” At the bottom of the block, slots were cut, pegs inserted,
and the slots were filled with water. The pegs expanded and helped split the block from its base.
The block was smoothed and beveled at the quarry, hauled to a boat by a team of oxen and/or laborers by means of rolling platforms or skids, floated, and then hauled again to the construction site.

January 10
Peculiar People Day
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The Great Pyramid of Giza likely required 20,000–30,000 men to build it
and was completed in 23 years by paid laborers from poor families—not
slaves—who were so respected for their work that they were bestowed the
honor of being buried in tombs near the sacred pyramids, something that
would not have been afforded slaves.

January 1
New Year’s Day

It is still murky as to how the blocks were lifted onto and removed from the skids. Documentation providing answers may
have been lost in the fire of the Library of Alexandria roughly 2,000 years ago, which itself is a story for another day.

Truck Rollover Accidents
Dangerous tractor-trailer rollover accidents—which occur when a truck flips over while moving—
are frighteningly common on our nation’s roadways. Because the wheels have left the ground, the
vehicle is totally out of control. Other motorists on the roadway are in jeopardy, as well as objects
that happen to be in the runaway truck’s path. In addition, cargo may go flying, possibly striking
other vehicles or posing obstacles on the road that may prompt evasive maneuvers…and more
accidents. Not to mention, hazardous/toxic payloads can trigger widespread injury and property damage miles from the original accident site, and perhaps long after the incident has occurred.
The most common causes of tractor-trailer rollover accidents include:
Improperly loaded trailer. If a load’s weight is not evenly distributed or properly secured, it may shift while traveling and
result in a rollover.
Speeding. The higher the speed, the more potential for rollovers. Rounding a curve or turn too quickly, a shifting load, or
hitting an object on the road is all it takes.
Wind. Tractor-trailers are long and broad, making them more susceptible to the effects of wind gusts. High-wind warnings
should be heeded.
Careless and reckless driving. This includes a driver’s lack of understanding how to drive his/her rig, impatience, or driving
under the influence or while sleep-deprived.
Improper maintenance. Underinflated tires or a damaged suspension can cause a truck to tip over on sharp curves, steep
downhill grades, or uneven road surfaces.
If you have suffered injury due to the negligence of a truck driver or trucking company, contact an accident attorney to protect
your rights.
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This publication is intended to educate the general public about personal injury, medical malpractice, and other issues. It is for information purposes only and is not intended to
be legal advice. Prior to acting on any information contained here, you should seek and retain competent counsel. The information in this newsletter may be freely copied and
distributed as long as the newsletter is copied in its entirety.

Dashboard Cameras Changing
the Liability Landscape
Small dashboard cameras (dash cams) that record footage in front of the car and inside the car
are garnering acclaim from U.S. drivers for a variety of reasons.
A dash cam can sometimes clearly show who was at fault in an auto accident, enabling
your attorney to build a strong case in your favor as far as insurance claims are concerned.
It’s a good backup for fallible memories, fills in missing details lost due to the rapid-fire
nature of an auto accident, and smooths out distorted perceptions caused by shock and
confusion. A dash cam can also convince the opposition to back off their position and
come to a settlement agreement. Conversely, dash cams can solidify the guilt of the driver
utilizing the dash cam.
Dash cams can also be a deterrent to traffic-accident scammers who ensnare innocent drivers
in their insurance-fraud schemes. This practice is catching fire in the United States, following the
lead of Russia and South Korea.
Parents can keep track of their child driver’s whereabouts, review footage, and determine if the system was
deactivated or if footage was erased. Some dash-cam models can sense erratic car movements, too. Early trends show that kids
are taking notice and adjusting their driving habits, evidenced by a decline in accidents.
In most places in the United States, you have the right to video-record public places. However, dash-cam footage would not be
admissible as evidence in incidents on private property (e.g., a supermarket parking lot).
If you’ve been injured by a negligent driver, contact an auto accident attorney to safeguard your rights.

