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AGGRESSIVE, ETHICAL REPRESENTATION FOR OVER 30 YEARS

How Facebook
Can Hurt Your Case
The title mentions Facebook but an insurance company will use any social media to try to deny your recovery.
I have a 5 page form that I give to every new client discussing this very subject. Obviously I can’t reprint it in this news
letter. However, it always amazes me that many people think that what they publish on Facebook, YouTube or any of the
other various social media outlets is somehow “confidential”.
You have to assume, even if your controls are set for your Facebook to be viewed by only a limited number of people, that
WHATEVER you place on social media will be accessible by insurance companies.
The difficulty comes in because it is a natural inclination of everyone to sure news about vacations, happy events, etc. with
others. In addition, we all like to put ourselves in the best light.
I remember one client who was a young man who had no history of any back problems until he got smashed into in a car
crash. He was diagnosed and being treated for a confirmed herniated disc. However, he and his wife had long standing
reservations to celebrate their 10th wedding anniversary by a trip to Cozumel. Although he has been told by his doctor that
swimming and light exercise (unless it was hurting him) were good forms of non strenuous activity that he should engage
in, the pictures from that vacation showed a smiling couple in the water with face masks and snorkels on.
Even though I believe that the client was truthful in saying that his activities were at a minimum and he had to rest a good
portion away, the picture became the reality to anyone looking at it.
Here are some basic tips:
1. Be honest and straight forward when you tell the insurance company what you can and can’t do. Cheaters ALWAYS
get caught.
2. Be aware that insurance companies are perfectly, within their rights and capable, of videotaping you anytime
you’re in public.
3. Don’t post stupid stuff on Facebook and at the very least, don’t let your Facebook page be viewed by everyone.
Same for YouTube, Twitter, etc.
It is a different world. Human beings absorb 80% of their information visually. A picture of you smiling on vacation becomes
the reality for a jury that doesn’t know any better. A word to the wise.
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Accident Checklist

What You Should and Shouldn’t Do after a Wreck
Please cut out this list and keep it in the glove box or another easily accessible place in your car in the event you’re
ever in a wreck.
Unfortunately, auto accidents are a constant reality on our local roads and highways. Having represented auto accident
victims for many years, we realize that most people are confused and unsure about what to do in the immediate aftermath
of an accident. To make matters worse, often seemingly innocent mistakes made right after an accident can mean the difference between getting full and fair compensation for your injuries, or having your claim minimized or denied completely.
To help eliminate some of the confusion that results after a car wreck, we’ve developed a short auto-accident checklist
for you and your family.
After an accident:
•

Stay calm.

•

Check for injuries. (But do not move a seriously injured person unless they are in further
danger because of traffic or other circumstances.)
Call the police.
Promptly seek medical attention. (This is critically important, even if you think you feel
fine at the time. Many injuries take hours or even days to manifest themselves, and
adrenaline from being in a wreck can mask pain or injuries.)
Obtain the key information (license plate, insurance, address, phone number, type of car,
etc.) from each of the drivers involved as well as witnesses.
Do not give a recorded statement or sign any paperwork with the other side’s insurance company.
Do not admit fault.
Document all that you can. Take photographs if at all possible.
Let your insurance company know about the accident even if it was not your fault.
Call our office to make sure that your rights are protected.

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Did You Hear?
A Ferrari recently sold at a California auction for a whopping $38.1 million, establishing a new record for the highest auction price ever paid for a car (the
previous record was $30 million paid last year for a 1954 Mercedes-Benz). The
record-breaking vehicle, a 1962 Ferrari 250 GTO Berlinetta, was one of only 39
ever made. Some analysts had predicted that the car might fetch as much as $70
million at auction, which would have made it the most expensive car ever sold.
That honor still belongs to – you guessed it – another Ferrari GTO, which was sold
privately last year for about $52 million.
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May through June is spawning season. During new and full moons and high tides, female horseshoe crabs emerge from the ocean and head toward the beach. Often, they’re
dragging a male that has attached itself to them using its hook-like front legs. The female
will dig a hole in the sand, lay its eggs, and the male, along for the ride, will fertilize the eggs.
Loner males not suave enough to find their own mates may attempt to join in.
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The horseshoe crab, native to Southeast Asia and the U.S. coastline from Maine to Mexico,
has earned the nickname “living fossil,” surviving over 400 million years with very little
change to its 10 legs; 9 eyes; tough, shelled exterior; and sharp tail (not used as a
weapon). The horseshoe crab is not a true crab, however; it is much more closely
related to arachnids than crustaceans.

s
eOctober
t
6
a

Oc

Just Another Day in the
Ocean

Horseshoe crabs are important on many fronts. Their eggs are a major food source for numerous birds, turtles, and fish.
The study of horseshoe crab eyes has aided understanding of human vision. Horseshoe crabs are also a key source of bait
for the eel and whelk fishery industries. In addition, they play a pivotal role in the biomedical field. Their unique blood contains
limulus amebocyte lysate, which coagulates in the presence of small amounts of bacterial toxins, making it ideal for testing the
sterility of medical equipment and nearly all intravenous drugs.
If the Earth is still here in 400 million years, chances are the horseshoe crab will be, too – if humankind doesn’t get in the way.

The Eyes and Nose May
Pinpoint Alzheimer’s
A decreased ability to identify odors and a buildup of a certain protein in the eyes may both be indicators of cognitive impairment and Alzheimer’s disease, according to research trials reported at the
Alzheimer’s Association International Conference® 2014 in Copenhagen, Denmark.
Beta-amyloid is a protein and primary component of the sticky plaques that form on the brain which are characteristic of Alzheimer’s. It hastens the deaths of brain cells, frequently including those vital to the sense of smell. Brain
cell destruction also leads to a thinner entorhinal cortex and a smaller hippocampus, parts of the brain crucial to memory.
Administering the 40-item University of Pennsylvania Smell Identification Test (UPSIT) is one tool that can be implemented
in determining those most likely to have or develop Alzheimer’s, in coordination with other testing. Smell identification is
viewed as a means to determine who is most likely to need more expensive or invasive testing.
The eyes may also hold clues to Alzheimer’s. Those with beta-amyloid plaques in the brain also present similar plaques in
the retina and lens of the eye, as the eyes are an extension of the brain. A supplement (retina) or ointment (lens) with high
fluorescent properties can be implemented that bind with beta-amyloid, enabling an imaging system to highlight it on the
retina or lens. These tests have been proven extremely accurate thus far in assessing one’s risk for Alzheimer’s.
Less invasive testing for Alzheimer’s and identifying those at risk much earlier in the process will be pivotal once new treatments for prevention and early intervention are developed. The eyes and nose may play a key role.
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This publication is intended to educate the general public about personal injury, medical malpractice, and other issues. It is for information purposes only and is not intended to
be legal advice. Prior to acting on any information contained here, you should seek and retain competent counsel. The information in this newsletter may be freely copied and
distributed as long as the newsletter is copied in its entirety.

David Glatthorn, again is
recognized as one of the
“The Best Lawyers In America”
For more than three decades, “Best Lawyers” has been compiling guides to legal
accidents in the United States. Inclusion to “Best Lawyers in America” is based
on an exhausted and rigorous peer-review survey comprising more than 5.5 million
confidential evaluations by top lawyers. A lawyer can’t pay a fee to be included in
this group. A lawyer does not have to make a purchase of anything to be included
in this group.
Because of these factors, to be included in a yearly addition of “The Best Lawyers
in America” there is a singular honor. Mr. Glatthorn is gratified that his service to his
clients has been recognized as qualifying him to be included in this very select group
for the 2015 Edition of “The Best Lawyers in America”.

