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Are Your Kids
Taking the
Bus This Year?
When you’re in our line of work, you spend a lot of time thinking about worst-case scenarios. It’s not pleasant to think
about your child getting in an accident involving a school bus, but the more we think ahead as parents and a society, the
less likely these things are to happen. So if you want to save yourself a world of stress down the road, what can you do
to prepare right now? Take a serious look at Uninsured Motorist Coverage. To put it bluntly, your kids are not adequately
insured when riding a school bus.
You may be shocked to hear that payouts to families affected by school bus disasters may be capped, sometimes as low
as $50,000. For anyone who has had to pay serious doctor bills, you know this can fall way short of your needs. School
bus accidents fall under governmental immunity, which is why payouts are capped. The burden then falls on families like
us to get the right coverage.
Unfortunately, no matter how safe the familiar yellow bus may seem (heck, we don’t even make our kids wear seatbelts in
them), accidents do happen, and they happen in our state. Nationwide, there is an average of 142 school transportation
related fatalities a year, with two-thirds directly caused by school buses.
Look, school bus drivers have tough jobs - especially in adverse weather – and with so many young riders, the stakes are
high. Some states protect these systems by putting caps on the settlements, but that may leave families out in the cold,
struggling to pay their medical bills.
Thankfully, you can take action. You need to make sure you have Uninsured Motorist Coverage which will cover your
dependents. This will help you out on the off chance that your child is injured, or worse, in a school bus-related accident.
Remember, a lot of accidents involving buses occur when the child has already exited the vehicle. As a rule of thumb, don’t
buy a policy with just the bare minimums. A significant policy with comprehensive coverage will bail you out should the
unthinkable happen.
For the most part, bus drivers do a fantastic job, but some accidents are unavoidable and I wanted to pass this message
along to the community as the school year ramps up. Stay safe and be prepared.
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Anesthesia Errors Can
Cause Great Damage
General anesthesia, administered intravenously or by gas, is often utilized in surgical procedures
to render a patient unconscious and unable to feel pain. A patient has a reasonable expectation
that the anesthesiologist is well trained, up to date on current medical knowledge, and competent in
performing their duties during and following surgery.
Though the incidence of anesthesia-related deaths is low, the fact that nearly 300,000 surgeries are performed each week
in the United States means that some people, unfortunately, will fall victim to injury or death due to anesthesia errors, of
which medical negligence is the most common. A few examples include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Errors in dosage.
Delayed delivery of anesthesia.
Failure to properly monitor the patient.
Failure to recognize complications.
Failure to intubate, or to intubate properly (i.e., inserting a tube via the
mouth or nose that leads to the airway to assist breathing), which causes injury.
Improperly or negligently administering oxygen during surgery.
Communication errors among the surgical team.
Errors caused by defective equipment.

In addition, according to the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations, as many as 42,000 Americans
each year experience anesthesia awareness, a condition in which patients wake up during surgery, most often due to
medical error or equipment malfunction. Some of them may feel excruciating pain but are unable to communicate due to
paralysis from muscle relaxants—a truly terrifying and traumatizing experience.
A medical malpractice attorney can help you hold negligent medical providers responsible for causing injury or death.
Victims may be compensated for damages for past and/or future medical expenses, loss of income, disability, and pain
and suffering.

FYI – Recall of Personal
Emergency Transmitters
The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has announced that Linear has expanded
the recall of its Personal Emergency Reporting System (PERS) transmitters due to the possibility that
the batteries used in the transmitters can fail to emit a low battery warning, leading the user to believe
the transmitter is functioning normally even if the battery is no longer working.
Consumers are urged to contact Linear toll-free at (855) 554-2384 from 11 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. ET
Monday through Friday or online at www.linear-pers.com and click on “Recalls” for more information.
The recall covers about 175,000 PERS transmitters sold between June of 2008 and July of 2011.
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The tales originating from bachelor/bachelorette parties are sometimes on the wild side,
but there probably aren’t too many that involve a mastodon skull. A group of revelers
can make that claim now, and scientists are thrilled.
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Mastodon Plus Bachelor
Party Equals Science
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Elephant Butte Lake in New Mexico is a popular tourist oasis in the middle of the
desert, replete with hiking trails, sandy beaches along a large lake, and scenic views.
Recently, after a small group of bachelor party attendees stopped to help someone
whose vehicle was stuck in the sand, they walked back down the shore and stumbled
across an ancient mastodon skull, complete with tusks. Paleontologists stated that the fossil
likely was submerged under water for eons, and emerged due to water recently being drained
from the lake, exposing its formerly secretive abode.

Mastodons were prehistoric relatives of elephants that migrated to North America some 15 million years ago. They stood
10 feet high and shared the landscape with saber-toothed tigers, giant sloths, and American camels. They ranged throughout
the continent before meeting with extinction approximately 10,000 years ago.
The fossil the partygoers discovered is roughly 10 million years old and is in excellent condition. Because it was buried in sand
and not rock, it was much easier to excavate. It will take six months to fully clean, and eventually will be put on display in a New
Mexico museum.
Paleontologists plan to comb the area for further fossilized treasures…and maybe attend a local bachelor party or two.

Recognizing the Possible
Symptoms of Multiple Sclerosis
Multiple sclerosis (MS) is an immune-mediated disease—one that causes an abnormal response of the body’s immune
system that is directed against the central nervous system (CNS). MS causes damage to the fatty substance (myelin) that
surrounds and insulates the nerve fibers of the CNS, interrupting nerve impulses between the brain, spinal cord, and the
rest of the body, and producing a wide range of symptoms, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fatigue, which occurs in 80 percent of MS sufferers.
Walking difficulties, which also entail weakness, loss of balance, and fatigue.
Vision problems such as double vision and optic neuritis (inflammation of the optic nerve),
which can be unsettling, to say the least, and are often one of the first signs of MS.
Numbness or tingling in the extremities, face, or torso.
Spasticity, which includes stiffness and involuntary muscle spasms, frequently in the legs.
Bladder and/or bowel dysfunction.
Pain, with over 50 percent of patients experiencing “significant” pain at some points.
Sexual problems spurred by fatigue, spasticity, and psychological issues.
Cognitive changes, which can affect the ability to learn and remember information, accurately perceive the environment, and organize and problem-solve.
Emotional changes such as mood swings, irritability, and depression.

MS can also prompt secondary symptoms and cause social, psychological, and vocational complications. Primary
MS symptoms vary in number, frequency, and severity from person to person, and can also change or fluctuate over time.
There is no cure for MS and its cause is currently unknown. However, advances in treatment and proper physician/patient
management can modify or slow the course of the disease.
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This publication is intended to educate the general public about personal injury, medical malpractice, and other issues. It is for information purposes only and is not intended to
be legal advice. Prior to acting on any information contained here, you should seek and retain competent counsel. The information in this newsletter may be freely copied and
distributed as long as the newsletter is copied in its entirety.

NASA Hoping to Launch
a “Flying Saucer”?
With increased scientific exploration of Mars, NASA is trying to figure out a more efficient
way of safely landing there. Past experiences have been adventures, to put it mildly.
When a planet’s atmosphere is thick, a parachute will gently glide its payload to the surface upon a craft entering the atmosphere. If there’s no atmosphere at all (like the moon),
friction and aerodynamics are not problematic; simple rocket power will suffice for landing.
Unfortunately, Mars is the worst of both worlds. It has an atmosphere 1% as dense as Earth’s—
too thin for a full parachute landing, but still thick enough to cause drag and heating problems.
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory has developed the Low Density Supersonic Decelerator (LDSD), a 20-foot-diameter hybrid
dish-shaped vehicle of hard shell and inflatable bladder—or “flying saucer”—that they hope to launch into Earth’s stratosphere this summer from the Hawaiian island of Kauai. At 34 miles up, Earth’s atmosphere resembles Mars’. A massive
balloon and then a rocket motor will elevate the LDSD to its high point, where it will then begin its plunge back to Earth at a
speed of roughly 3,000 mph. Once that speed is reached, the inflatable bladder will fill with gas and expand to nearly 20 feet
in diameter, which will cut the LDSD’s descent speed by half, enabling a massive parachute (110 feet across) to unfurl and
gently guide it to the surface—theoretically.
So…no, NASA isn’t launching a flying saucer; just testing a way to make Mars expeditions a bit more practical.

