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DAMAGES CAN GO WAY BEYOND

pain and suffering
what’s inside

If you’ve been injured in a car or truck wreck,

• Property damage

there’s no question that pain and suffering are

• Aggravation of a pre-existing injury

some of the most serious harms you may have to

• Funeral expenses
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endure. These are the injuries that affect your qual-

• Punitive damages

ity of life and the very essence of who you are.

• Loss of consortium

Hydrogen-powered

But, many people don’t realize the myriad other

• Interference with normal living

ways a serious accident can impact their lives.

• Loss of enjoyment of life

cars on the way in
2014?

• Confinement – actual and/or a fear of fuThe following list, while not exhaustive or com-

ture confinement

plete, is designed to give you an idea about some

• Lifetime limits on activities

Hummingbirds – One

of the different types of damages that may be

• Injury to peace, happiness, or feelings

of nature’s wonders

available to you (in addition to pain and suffering)
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if you suffer injuries as a result

As you can see from this list,

of someone else’s negligence in

it is vitally important that you

a motor vehicle wreck:

receive a comprehensive evaluation to determine the injuries

The many forms of
medical malpractice
faq

• Past, current, and future
medical bills

and harm you’ve sustained
after an accident. Your lawyer

• Lost wages (past, present,

will use this information to

and future) and loss of

help him or her decide what

employment

would constitute a fair and full

• Emotional distress

settlement and jury verdict
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• Impairment of bodily

with respect to the injuries you

COPD – The scary

• Disfigurement

details

health and vigor
• Wrongful death; the fi-

have suffered.
If you have questions about po-

nancial assessment reflects both economic

tential damages, please call our office to speak

losses and non-economic losses

with one of our accident attorneys. ■
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hydrogenhummingbirds –
powered cars
ONE OF NATURE’S WONDERS

ON THE WAY IN 2014?

If you blink, you just might

After decades of fits and starts, it appears that 2014 will

Hummingbirds – one of the

bring us the first mass-market, hydrogen-powered vehicle

smallest and quickest birds in

to be sold or leased in the U.S. when Hyundai begins

the world – also are among

offering its Tucson SUV model powered by a hydrogen

the most unique.

fuel cell.
While automakers have been researching and testing
hydrogen-powered vehicles since the 1960s, much of
industry’s attention in recent years had been focused on
battery-powered and hybrid cars. However, Hyundai,
Honda, and Toyota kept up their work on developing fuel
cells, and appear to have overcome a series of hurdles associated with fuel cells, including high costs, safety issues,
and a limited number of filling stations.
The new Tucson will feature electric motors powered
by a stack of hydrogen cells and initially will be sold in
Southern California before spreading to other areas once
more filling stations are constructed.
Safety and storage concerns have plagued the hydrogen
fuel concept for years, but Hyundai says it has overcome
those issues by utilizing a rear-mounted tank on the
Tucson. According to Hyundai, the new tank design has
passed numerous crash tests without incident.
While there currently are just nine filling stations open to
the public in California, legislators there recently allocated
around $100 million to build 100 more over the next five
years.
Honda and Toyota have announced plans to launch next
generation fuel-cell vehicles in 2015, but General Motors
– the largest U.S. automaker – has no fuel-cell vehicles
currently in its plans for the near future. ■

miss them.

It starts with their wings,
which are designed differently than any other bird.
Hummingbirds’ wings are built for maximum speed and agility
and produce lift from both sides, enabling the birds to hover,
fly backwards, fly sideways, and even fly upside down for
short periods of time. And those wings move pretty fast – hummingbirds can beat their wings from 60-200 times per second.
But the quirky facts don’t end with the wings of hummingbirds. Consider:
• Their hearts beat about 250 times a minute at rest and
around 1,260 times per minute when flying.
• A hummingbird’s body temperature drops from 105°F
when they are awake to 70°F when sleeping.
• The brain of a hummingbird is around 4.2 percent of its
overall body weight, the highest ratio of any bird species.
• Hummingbird bones are porous, and in some cases even
hollow, keeping the bird incredibly light.
• Hummingbirds have almost no sense of smell.
• The feet of hummingbirds are poorly developed and weak
and are used for perching but not walking.
• Their long tongues are shaped like a “W”, and hairs on
the end of the tongue help them become efficient collectors of nectar, which they can lap up at 13 licks per
second.
The best way to attract hummingbirds to your yard is to put up
a hummingbird feeder (filled with a solution of four-parts water, one-part sugar) and plant red flowers, which they can see
exceptionally well. ■
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Medical malpractice occurs when a medical practitioner
does not exercise the degree of care, skill, or ability exercised under similar conditions and like circumstances
by other reasonable medical practitioners.

improper
fetal monitoring take
place.

Victims of medical malpractice may pay the price with
permanent impairment and disability, dramatic reductions in quality of life, and loss of life.

Errors in
diagnosis
and delayed
diagnosis
can lead to
dire consequences.
Conditions
are allowed to deteriorate and/or spread (in the case of
cancer). Some mistakes are due to human error; others
may be attributed to faulty equipment.

It is estimated that over 98,000 hospital patients are
killed by preventable medical errors each year—and
that doesn’t include the number of medical malpracticerelated deaths occurring away from the hospital.
A prevalent type of medical malpractice is incorrect
administration of medication. The Institute of Medicine
estimates that in excess of 1.5 million patients suffer
harm each year due to medication errors. The correct
medication, the precise amount and frequency, the proper administration, and delivery to the right person are
essential. Adverse drug reactions and interactions play a
significant role as well.
Birth injuries—too many of them permanent—are sometimes caused by malpractice. What should be a joyous
time can quickly turn tragic when obstetric mistakes and

Surgical mistakes can lead to permanent, severe harm,
and also death. Errors causing paralysis or loss of bodily
function, surgery performed on the wrong body part, and
anesthesia errors are just the tip of the iceberg.
Medical malpractice comes in many other forms as well.
If you believe you or a family member may have been
the victim of medical malpractice, contact our office so
that we can help you. ■

January 1 – New Year ’s Day
January 17 – Ben Franklin’s Birthday
January 20 – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
January 31 – Chinese New Year

medical malpractice

January 2014 Important Dates

THE MANY FORMS OF

Q: What is a statute of limitations and how does it impact me if I’m hurt in an accident
or as a result of medical malpractice?

A: The statute of limitations is the amount of time that you have to file a claim as a result of injuries you suffer in a car wreck or because of a medical error. In most states, you
generally have two years from the time you were injured to file a claim, but in states such
as Kentucky and Tennessee, it’s just one year; while in Maine and North Dakota, it is six
years. No matter what the state, though, there are always exceptions. We strongly advise
you to call us as early as possible after an injury to discuss your best course of action so
that you don’t miss any deadlines. ■
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DAMAGES CAN GO

pain
and suffering
WAY BEYOND

SEE PAGE ONE
This publication is intended to educate the general public about personal injury, medical malpractice, and other issues. It is for information purposes only and is not intended to
be legal advice. Prior to acting on any information contained here, you should seek and retain competent counsel. The information in this newsletter may be freely copied and
distributed as long as the newsletter is copied in its entirety.

COPD – the scary details
By now, we’ve all heard that smoking is bad for our health.
But if you needed even more compelling evidence that smoking can cause some serious harm to your body, look no further
than COPD. COPD, which is short for Chronic Obstructive
Pulmonary Disease, is a condition that affects more than 24 million Americans and kills 120,000 each year, making it the third
leading cause of death in the U.S.

Unfortunately, once COPD takes hold and symptoms appear,
significant lung damage has most likely already occurred and
typically will continue to get worse, eventually interfering with
the normal exchange of oxygen and carbon dioxide in your
lungs. This type of lung damage is irreversible, and as a result,
treatments are geared to controlling symptoms and limiting additional damage.

COPD is a disease that makes it progressively more difficult to
breathe over time because of damage it does to the lungs, usually as a result of a person being exposed to smoke (direct or
second-hand). In some cases, long-term occupational exposure to
chemical fumes, vapors, and dusts can also lead to COPD.

Some common
symptoms of COPD
can include:

Two of the most common conditions that make up the disease
are emphysema and chronic asthmatic bronchitis. While most
instances of COPD can be traced to long-term smoking (up to 80
percent of the cases), it can usually be prevented by not smoking
at all or by quitting soon after you start.

• Shortness of
breath
• Wheezing
• Chronic cough
• Tightness in
the chest
See your doctor if you experience any of the above symptoms. ■
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